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To: All Indian Missions ! Posts abroad
Rpt: AS (LAC)/ AS (AMS)/ JS (CEWA) / JS (EW) [ JS (ERS)/ JS (CE) ! JS (EASA)

I JS (IOR) | JS (Gulf) /| JS (South) | JS (Nerth) | JS (Oceania) | JS (BM) | JS
(EA} 1 JS (PAI) | JS (WANA), MEA New Delhi

HoM ! HoP from Depuly Director General (Culture)

Subject- Announcement of 100 ICCR Scholarships Slots globally under Lata Mangeshkar
Dance & Music Schelarship Scheme (A1208) (formerly ICCR Scholarship
Scheme for Indian Culture) for pursuing study of Indian Culture such as dance,
music, theatre, performing art. sculpture. Indian languages. Indian cuisine, atc. for
the acadegnic year 2024-25
P VP éw'v'?ﬂn-u: e
ICCR is pleased to announce 100 Scholarships slots under Lata Mangeshkar Dance
& Music Scholarship Scheme (41209} (formeriy ICCR Scholarship Scheme for Indian
Culture) for pursuing study of Indian Culture such as dance, music, theatre, performing art
sculpture, Indian languages, Indian cuisine, etc at Indian Universities / Institutes for the
academic year 2024-25

2 The applications from interested international students for academic year 2024-25 will be

invited onling. Earlier the applications were invited directly on ICCR's A2A Scholarship
Portal http //a2ascholarships.icor govan, however, with the inception of new “Study In India”

portal (where all the foreign students coming o India to pursus various courses nesds 1o
reqister _mandatorily) the process for admissions for the AY 2024-25 might get

transformed and the same will be intimated in_due course of time (along with the flow

charl] The tentative tmeling would be as undear - -

20-February-2024* Opening of Portal for inviting applications from interested candidates
| 0-Apnl-2024* _ Last dale of apphcation to be submdted by siudents. ) |
) 2 Last date of Unwersibes to inform the decision (if confimed, stimation 1o
J-May-2024
[ _ Missions, f regecied. mlimaton 1o studenis)
[ 40-June-2024* Last date for allocating scholarship and generating Offer Letters by Indian
| ; . Mission abroad
| 15-July-2024* , Last date of acceptance by sludents I
Based on the number of accaptances in the first round {if accepilances are less
22-July-2024° than the scholarship seats allocated) Indian Mission to offer scholarship to other
] 5 | Sfudents who were nol congegered in the firgd round
A0=July-F024° Second-rownd studants to convoy their acceplances

*The abowve timeline is tentative as of now. The exact / final tmeline will be shared once the
process of admission for the AY 2024-25 15 finalized and Study in India Portal is activated for
ICCR mcholars.
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3 As you may be aware ICCR has ratonalized the Iist of Universities | Institutes for
scholarship and now there are 126 Universities/instiutes on board wilth ICCR for the A Y 2024-
25, The list of Universities/ Institutes will be reflected in apphicabion Portal when openead

4 Highlights of admission process are highlighted at Annexure ‘A’

3 Mission is requested to kindly ensure the physical and mental weliness of
scholars before recommending them for awarding of scholarships. This has become

necessary due to increasing number of cases of severe home sickness! psychiatric/ other
health issues amongst the incoming foreign students. Such students had to be return to
their home country, which is neither good in financial aspects nor for the goodwill of both
the ICCR and the concerned country. Hence, Mission may take some precautionary
measures such as briefing! counseling of the students, before their final selection/
departure to India.

6. For any further clanficationiguery in this regard, Smt. Hemlata Bansal. Programme
Officer, Scholarship Division may be contacted on e-mail. poisdi.cer@nic in Landine No, +81-
11-23379189 (Direct) / 233793091014 (Extn - 1137) / What App No 9868129185

Warm regards,

(Anju Ranjan)

—
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Annexure ‘A’

Indian Council for Cultural Relations,
haw M Ihi — 110 002

{Scholarship Section)

hlights of admission process for the Academic Year 2024-25 under L r
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Eiﬂ nrr, :cu.iEl!ure. J'nn‘:an nmg u!g ﬂstmdlancumnﬂ, nrr:

Only Universitias ( Institutes having excellent academic reputation, requisite facilities
to host foreign students, dedicated office of ISA to address the issues of foresgn
students already having sizeable number of foreign students are empaneiled. The list
of cntena for empanelment is decded by ICCR. and may be amended from time to
time if required

Applicants have the option to apply 1o 5 Universities / institutes in the order of their
preference of study. The admission, as far as possible, shall be given as per
applicant's preference. However, there may be a scenario when students do not get
admission in their preferred Universities / institutes due to imited number of seats on
offer. Students should therefore be prepared to receive admission from any of their
five preferences. Missions may consult ICCR HQ in certan cases where some
particular Universities ! institules are oversubscribed and the next preference waill
have to be exercrised.

Since last AY 2023-24, a 500-word essay in Enghsh has been introduced to
ascertain English proficiency. Besides, studenis can also submit their TOFEL /
IELTS etc Standardised Test scores. if available. ICCR is also requesting
Universities [ institutes to conduct interview of the applicants online, if 20 required.
There will be no separate English test by Missions, as was earher

Hejected candidates will be intimated by LUniversities. We have reguesied
Universities to inform students if their application is rejected

ICCR has introduced disbursement of all scholarship payment to students through
PFMS wef February. 2021 This is as per GOl gudelines on direct payment to
beneficiaries

As far as possible, Miss:on is requested 1o kindly award scholarships to new students
and awoid repeat scholarship.

Before issuing offer letter to any student, Missions are advised to ensure that student
obtains the Association of Indian Universites (AIU) equivalence also (if required)
This would be stipulated by the concerned University [ Institute in their Provisional
Confirmation letter for the applicant (uploaded on Portal). In case Al eguivalence
is requred the student may apply for the same at the
link hittps:/fevaluaticn. aiu ac.infstudentfogin and bear the fees incurred on obtaining
the certificate at own expense (non-reimbursable). For any further details / quernes,
studenis may contact AIU at (+911123230058 / 23231087 / 23232305 Extn. 210,
234, 252 E-rmail id. studentinfoi@aiu.ac.in. ds_international@aiu_ac in,
evaluation@aiu.ac.in
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B The guidelines of all schemes are available on the Portal and d may be used for
disseminating amongst the interested candidates. The official should also scrutinize all the
onling admissions and forward the same with his'her signature. All Missions may like 1o use the
scholarship e-brochure recently brought out by ICCR for publicity of ICCR scholarships
(available in e-book section of ICCR website and Portal, was also emailed to all Missions).
Missions may wish to reach out to local Ministry of Education, Universities / schools / prominant
educational institutions and make presentations on ICCR scholarships; hold roadshows. etc to
popularise the scholarship schemeas

8 These scholarship slots include return economy class air-fares to the nearest airport and
3rd AC Train fare to the place of study, if so required. Mission is reqguested to provide one
way air-ticket to the selected scholars. Mission may please ensura booking the air ticket so that
no student claims reimbursement of airfares in India.

10. While publicizing the scheme. interested students may be advised to wvisit respechve
Liniversity / instifute website regularly courses offered, ehgibility crtena and general information
about the University ( institute before applying for admission. The students should ensure that
they are eligible for the course and meet the eligibility critena and should submit relevant
documentation as required by the Universibes. in addition to the basic certficates menticned in
the application form They would be also advised to refer to the University's Handbook /
Liniversity Grants Commission's website afc.

11 The application will not be considered without Enqglish translation of documents if

the original documents are not in English It may also be noted that incomplete applcation
can be summarily rejected by Universiies Students should be advised to thoroughly check thair
applications and atach requisite documents before submission of the application

12 Mission must ensure that the applicant's age for availing scholarship i1s as under on the
date of opening of portal -

For Undergraduate / Pastgraduate courses - between 18 to 40 Years and
Far PhD Programmes - 50 Years Maximum

13. The admissions in Medical’ Paramedical (Nursing / Physictherapy | anaesthesia eic.) |
fashion [ law courses f imegrated courses such as BALLE (5 Years) / B Sc & M 3¢ (S Years) etc
are not admissible.

14 It is also imporant o0 ensura thal a scholarship is awarded only after the Mission s
satisfied that student intends to_study in India; has no serious health issues: has not
submitted incomplete / fraudulent decumentation or any other such parameters, which may
negate our objective of promoting goodwill through scholarships

15 It is compulsory for all ICCR scholarship students to procure Medical Insurance policy
with minimum sum assured for Indian Rupees Five Lakhs per annum. Mission is requested to
inform applicants that when they travel to india, they must have medical insurance coverage on
their own either before travel or immediately after reaching India. whichever is convenient.
otudenis can purchase medical insurance from any of the insurance companies of their choica.
However to facilitate sfudents, Portal has two insurance companies for referral purpose
Miss:ions should also make appropriale changes in therr website / social media handles so that
students who would be applying for KCCR, scholarship for upcoming academic year are aware of
the change in medical insurance policy. ICCR has uploaded the revised norms on its Portal

Contd... 3/
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16 It would also be appreciated if the students are briefed properly about the provisions of
ICCR and MEA's scholarship schemes. It is also essential that the applicant is given an updated
briefing regarding India, including the living condilions at their destination [ University (if
possible). It may also be mentioned that ICCR may amend some provisions of scholarships from
time to time and it is incumbent on students to accept the revised norms

17, To automate the entire manual work process of ICCR s scholarship division, ICCR has
launched an application, 'Gyan tu- connecting Cultu rough Knowledge' on & February
2023. Since the inception of Gyan Setu app. all the scholarship dues to the
Universities/Institutes as well as to the Students, are being releasad through this app only. The
features of Gyan Setu applicable to Missions and Students are elaborated below:

(A) Role of Missions after Admissions/Before Arrival of Students in India:

1. To login to Gyan_Setu web application, using their respective logincredentials
provided by ICCR HQ in order to submit the details of selected applicants who
have accepled an offer. The application requirements includethe list of students
who have chosen a course, been assigned to a University and College (if any)
with the University Offer Latter, Mission's Scholarshipsanctioned letter and ICCR
authorization letter and. indicating a date of Joining (tentative).

ii. TIravel air tickets are requested to be issued by the concerned Mission ONLY
and not by the student, after checking the tentative dates of commencement
of course, Accardingly, the travel itinerary to be finalized and the relevant details
including a copy of Air Ticket o be uploaded in the scholarshvp web applicalion &l
least 2 weeks before armval in India. to faciliate Universities/institutes to make

necessary arrangements to receive the students. Moreover the travel would only
be initiated by the student gnce the Universily has accepled those delails,
however the said details will alse be visible to the respective ZO/S-ZO/RPO in
the web application

(B) Role of Scholars/students -Post Arrival of Students in India:

[i]  Students are directed to report their armval on the Gyan_Setu web application on
an immediate basgis.

[ii) Students are required to coordinate with their respective Uiniversitiss/institutes
regarding updation of their details such as joining report on the app.

(] Submission & Verificalion of Documents/Confirmation of Admission-To submit
the original documents and verify the details mentioned in the A2A Portal during the
admission process with their original documents including Passpor, previous
degree certificates. country's unique wdentification number. in order o confirm the
admission of students and get the Hostel Accommodation_as soon a5 the

admission is confirmed. PLEASE NOTE- The details entered in the Portal, if in
case, doas not match with the original documents, the admission of the said student

be termed as CANCELLED

Contd., 4/-
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18 Missions are required to brief the departing students that in arder to get their scholarship
dues. they should ensure the submission of the following details on Gyan Setu App within
15 days of their arrival in India, else payment of their scholarship dues might get delayed

i Passport No

fi Joining Report (including joining date and duration of the Course)
i, Bank Account No

iv. e-FRRO registration no

19 By way of a suggestion, Mission may proactively promote ICCR scholarship schemes to
attract the best and brightest applicants and also nominate greater students for Postgraduate
and Higher Courses.

20 In order to ensure secunty of the foreign students, ICCR advises students to stay in the
campus hostel, if available. However, students are allowed to stay in private accommodation if
the concerned institute does not insist on staying in their hostel

21 Underaking from the student that the course and the University as conveyed is
acceptable and that he ! she will not request for change at the time of admissions.

22 Undertaking from the student that they have read the terms and conditions / Guidalines
of ICCR scholarship as specified in the Scholarship Manual 2024-25 (The one time undertaking
will be applicable even when scholarship manual is updated (as per para 36 like provisions),
available on Portal.

23. Detailed guidelines on the process of applying for ICCR Scholarships are available on
the Portal.



